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10 Career Paths Compared
Decision Framework by Aptitude
Detailed Breakdown: Top 5 Paths
Cost & Duration Analysis
Expected Salary at 25

How QuintEdge Helps

Start Your Journey

This guide is designed to be actionable. Each section includes specific data, templates, and step-by-step advice you can apply

immediately. Bookmark the sections most relevant to your current stage.

(0 This is a free resource from QuintEdge. Share it with friends and colleagues who might

benefit.
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Career Roadmap After 12th (Commerce)

10 career paths for commerce students after 12th — with eligibility, costs, timelines, and expected salaries.

Career Path Comparison

CA (ICAI) After 12th 4-5yrs m1-1.5L
ACCA After 12th 2.5-3.5yrs m2.5-4L
CFA (after grad) After graduation 2.5-4 yrs m2-3L
CS (ICSI) After 12th 3-4yrs m1-1.5L
B.Com + Cert After 12th 3+1yrs m1-3L
MBA (after grad) After graduation 5+2 yrs m10-25L
Actuarial Science After 12th 4-6 yrs m2-3L
Data Analytics After 12th 3-4 yrs m1-3L
Law (BBA LLB) After 12th 5yrs m5-151L
Entrepreneurship Any time Varies Varies

Decision Framework

Choose based on your aptitude and interests:

[ Strong in accounting + high patience? —» CA

[0 Want global recognition + faster completion? . ACCA

[0 Love analyzing companies and markets? - CFA path (B.Com + CFA)
[J Good at law and compliance? — CS or Law

[0 Quantitative and analytical? — Actuarial Science or Data Analytics

[J Want broad business exposure? — B.Com + MBA
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Top 5 Paths: Detailed Breakdown

1. CA (Chartered Accountant)

[J Foundation - Intermediate (Group 1 & 2) - 3 years articleship - Final
[J Pros: Highest brand value in India, practice rights, strong alumni network
[J Cons: 5-10% pass rate, 4-5 year minimum, intensive study

[J Best for: Students committed to accounting/audit with long-term India focus

2. ACCA
[0 Can start directly after 12th — no foundation exam required
[0 13 papers + 36 months PER (can be done alongside studying)
[0 Pros: Global recognition, ~50% pass rate, flexible exam scheduling
[J Cons: Higher cost, less recognized than CA in traditional Indian firms

[J Best for: Students wanting global careers or faster qualification

3.B.Com + CFA
[J Complete B.Com (3 years), then start CFA Level 1 in final year
[J CFA adds 2.5-4 years on top, but opens investment management doors

[J Best for: Students passionate about equity research and portfolio management

4. Actuarial Science

(] Start 1Al (Institute of Actuaries of India) exams after 12th
[J 15 papers total, typically takes 5-7 years to become Fellow

[J Best for: Strong math students interested in insurance/risk quantification

5. B.Com + MBA

[J 3 years B.Com + 2 years MBA from a top school
[0 MBA quality matters enormously — aim for IIMs, XLRI, FMS, ISB

[J Best for: Students wanting general management + business leadership roles

0 ACCA is the most accessible global qualification directly after 12th. You can complete it by

age 21 and start earning m5-8L immediately.
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Making the Right Choice: Practical Advice

Common Mistakes to Avoid
[0 Following the herd: Don't pick CA just because everyone does — assess your strengths
[ Ignoring opportunity cost: 5 years in CA articleship means 5 years of low/no salary
[J Not researching: Talk to 5-10 professionals in each field before deciding
[ Starting too many things: Pick one path and commit fully

[ Ignoring soft skills: Communication, Excel, and networking matter as much as certifications

Questions to Ask Yourself
1 Do | enjoy studying accounting, or do | prefer analysis and strategy?
[0 Am I willing to invest 4-5 years (CA) or do | want faster results (ACCA, CFA)?
(1 Do | see myself in India long-term, or do | want to work abroad?
[0 Am | good at exams, or do | prefer project-based learning?

[0 What's my family's financial situation — can | afford a low-income articleship period?

Action Plan for the Next 30 Days
[J Week 1: Research your top 3 choices — read blogs, watch YouTube videos, visit forums
[J Week 2: Talk to professionals in each field (use LinkedIn for cold outreach)
[J Week 3: Attend a free trial class or webinar for your top choice
[J Week 4: Register for your chosen path and begin your preparation

[J Remember: Starting is more important than choosing perfectly
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How QuintEdge Gives You the Edge

QuintEdge is one of India's fastest-growing finance education platforms, trusted by over 50,000 students across
Delhi, Mumbai, and online cohorts. Here's what sets our coaching apart.

Students Trained
Across CFA, FRM, ACCA & Financial Modeling programs

CFA Pass Rate

Consistently above global average of ~44%

Practitioner Faculty
Every instructor works in finance — no full-time academics

Student Rating
Based on verified Google and course-end surveys

What You Get with QuintEdge Coaching

[0 Al-powered study notes that adapt to your learning pace and weak areas

[ Live + recorded classes with unlimited doubt-clearing sessions

[0 Comprehensive mock exams modeled on actual exam patterns

[J Dedicated mentorship from CFA/FRM/ACCA charterholders

[0 Placement support with resume reviews, mock interviews, and recruiter connects
[0 Flexible batch timings — morning, evening, and weekend options

[J Study groups and peer learning communities on WhatsApp/Telegram

0 Students who complete QuintEdge's full coaching program pass at nearly 2x the global
average rate. Our structured approach eliminates guesswork.
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Our Course Offerings
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CFA Program Coaching Level1,2&3 88% pass rate
FRM Program Coaching Part1 &2 82% pass rate
ACCA Program Coaching All 13 papers 78% pass rate

3-Statement, DCF,

Financial Modeling LBO

Job-ready skills

The QuintEdge Learning Experience

Phase 1: Foundation Building

quintedge.com/cfa-coaching-classes/
quintedge.com/frm-coaching-classes/
quintedge.com/acca-coaching-classes/

quintedge.com/financial-modeling-course-c
ertification/

[J Diagnostic assessment to identify your starting level and knowledge gaps

[J Personalized study plan created by your dedicated mentor

[J Access to Al-powered study notes that highlight your weak areas

Phase 2: Structured Learning

[ Live classes with industry practitioners (not academic theorists)
[0 Recorded sessions for revision — watch at 1.5x or 2x speed
[0 Weekly quizzes and topic tests to track progress

[0 Doubt-clearing sessions within 24 hours of raising a query

Phase 3: Exam Readiness

[ Full-length mock exams under exam conditions
[ Detailed score analysis with topic-wise breakdown
[J One-on-one strategy sessions for the final 2 weeks before exam

[ Last-mile revision notes covering high-frequency exam topics

Phase 4: Career Support

[0 Resume and LinkedIn profile review by hiring managers
[0 Mock interviews with industry professionals
[1 Job referrals through our network of 500+ corporate partners

[J Lifetime access to the QuintEdge alumni network

Student Outcomes

[0 Average salary increase of 40-60% within 12 months of certification

[0 Graduates placed at Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan, Deloitte, EY, HDFC, ICICI, Kotak & more

[ Active alumni network of 10,000+ working professionals across 15 countries
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[1 98% of students recommend QuintEdge to peers (NPS 72)

0 QuintEdge offers EMI options starting at m3,999/month. Scholarships available for meritorious
students and those from economically weaker backgrounds.
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Ready to Start?

Start your ACCA journey right after 12th — the fastest global qualification.

Enroll in ACCA Coaching

guintedge.com/acca-coaching-classes/

Get in Touch

0 +91-7303381314 | U info@quintedge.com | WhatsApp: +91-7303381314

Centers: Delhi (West Patel Nagar) & Mumbai (Andheri West)

Scan the QR code on our website or call us for a free counseling session
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QuintEdge

Website: quintedge.com
Email: info@quintedge.com

Phone / WhatsApp: +91-7303381314

Delhi Center: 2/3, Block 2, West Patel Nagar, New Delhi 110008

Mumbai Center: 6th Floor, Suvidha Square, Andheri West, Mumbai 400058

Follow Us
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/quintedge | Instagram: @quint.edge

YouTube: youtube.com/@quintedge

Disclaimer: This guide is for informational purposes only. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, QuintEdge does not guarantee specific outcomes,
pass rates, or salary figures. All data is based on publicly available information and internal surveys as of early 2026. Certification bodies may change their
requirements; always verify with official sources.

© 2026 QuintEdge. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without prior written permission.
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