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This guide is designed to be actionable. Each section includes specific data, templates, and step-by-step advice you can apply

immediately. Bookmark the sections most relevant to your current stage.

✓ This is a free resource from QuintEdge. Share it with friends and colleagues who might
benefit.
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Finance Certification Comparison Matrix
A comprehensive side-by-side comparison to help you choose the right certification for your career goals.

Overview Comparison

Cert Structure Duration Cost (INR) Pass Rate Career Focus

CFA 3 Levels 2.5-4 years ■2-3L total ~44% (L1) Investment Mgmt

FRM 2 Parts 1-2 years ■1-1.5L total ~46% (P1) Risk Management

ACCA 13 Papers 2.5-3.5 years ■2.5-4L total ~50% avg Accounting/Audit

CA 3 Levels 4-5 years ■1-1.5L total ~5-10% Accounting/Tax

US CPA 4 Sections 1-1.5 years ■3-5L total ~50% per part US Accounting

CMA 2 Parts 1-1.5 years ■1-2L total ~45% Mgmt Accounting

MBA (Fin) 2 Years 2 years ■10-25L Varies General Mgmt

Salary Comparison (INR, India)

Certification Entry (0-2 yrs) Mid (5-8 yrs) Senior (12+ yrs)

CFA ■6-10L ■15-25L ■35-60L+

FRM ■6-9L ■12-20L ■30-50L+

ACCA ■4-7L ■10-18L ■25-45L+

CA ■7-10L ■15-25L ■35-70L+

US CPA ■7-12L ■18-30L ■40-65L+

CMA ■5-8L ■12-20L ■25-45L+

MBA (Top 20) ■10-18L ■20-35L ■40-80L+



QuintEdge Finance Certification Comparison

quintedge.com  |  Page 3
© 2026 QuintEdge. All rights reserved.

Recognition & Career Paths

Cert Global India Top Career Paths

CFA ★★★★★ ★★★★ Portfolio Mgmt, Research, IB, PE

FRM ★★★★★ ★★★ Risk Mgmt, Compliance, Banking

ACCA ★★★★★ ★★★★ Big 4, CFO track, Global roles

CA ★★ ★★★★★ Audit, Tax, CFO track, Practice

US CPA ★★★★★ ★★★ US Accounting, MNCs, Big 4

CMA ★★★★ ★★★ FP&A;, Controller, Strategy

MBA ★★★★ ★★★★★ General Mgmt, Consulting, Strategy

Decision Flowchart

Use these questions to narrow your choice:

✓ Want to work in investment management or equity research? → CFA

✓ Interested in risk management or banking regulation? → FRM

✓ Want global accounting qualification with fast ROI? → ACCA

✓ Targeting India-focused audit/tax practice? → CA

✓ Planning to work with US companies or relocate to US? → CPA

✓ Interested in management accounting and FP&A;? → CMA

✓ Want broad business skills + brand name? → MBA (from top school)

★ Pro tip: Certifications stack well. CFA + FRM or CA + CFA are powerful combos that can add
■10-15L to your CTC.

ROI Analysis

✓ Highest short-term ROI: CFA Level 1 (even partial completion boosts hiring chances)

✓ Highest long-term ROI: CA (if completed) or CFA (charterholder)

✓ Best for career switchers: CFA or Financial Modeling certification

✓ Best for global mobility: ACCA or CFA

✓ Best cost-to-salary ratio: FRM (low cost, good salary uplift)
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Certification Stacking & Timeline Strategies

Popular Certification Combinations

Combination Add'l Time Salary Boost Career Paths

CA + CFA 3-5 years +■10-15L CFO track, Investment Management

CA + CPA 2-3 years +■8-15L US MNCs, International Accounting

CFA + FRM 2-3 years +■8-12L Buy-side Risk, ALM, Portfolio Mgmt

ACCA + CFA L1 1-2 years +■6-10L Global Finance, Research

MBA + CFA 3-5 years +■10-18L General Mgmt + Investment expertise

CPA + CMA 1.5-2 years +■10-15L US Accounting + FP&A;

Timeline Planning by Starting Point

Starting after 12th (Commerce):

✓ Year 1-3: B.Com + ACCA exemption papers simultaneously

✓ Year 3-4: Complete ACCA remaining papers + start CFA L1

✓ Year 4-5: CFA L2 + gain work experience

✓ Outcome by age 23-24: ACCA qualified + CFA L2 passed

Starting after B.Com:

✓ Month 1-6: CFA Level 1 + Financial Modeling course

✓ Month 7-18: CFA Level 2 + job search/early career

✓ Month 19-36: CFA Level 3 + build work experience

✓ Outcome by age 25-26: CFA charter + 2-3 years experience

Starting after CA:

✓ Year 1: CFA Level 1 (leverage accounting knowledge)

✓ Year 1-2: CFA Level 2 + explore investment roles

✓ Year 2-3: CFA Level 3 + transition to investment management

✓ Outcome: CA + CFA charter — top 1% earning potential

Common Questions Answered

✓ Can I pursue two certifications simultaneously? Yes, but limit to 2 and stagger exam dates

✓ Do employers care about the order? No — focus on completing one before starting another

✓ Is it worth starting CFA if I might not finish? Yes — even Level 1 boosts your resume

✓ Should I get an MBA or certification? Certifications offer better ROI unless MBA is from a top-10 school

✓ How much study time do I need while working? Plan for 10-15 hours per week for most certifications
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How QuintEdge Gives You the Edge

QuintEdge is one of India's fastest-growing finance education platforms, trusted by over 50,000 students across
Delhi, Mumbai, and online cohorts. Here's what sets our coaching apart.

50,000+ Students Trained
Across CFA, FRM, ACCA & Financial Modeling programs

88% CFA Pass Rate
Consistently above global average of ~44%

100% Practitioner Faculty
Every instructor works in finance — no full-time academics

4.8/5 Student Rating
Based on verified Google and course-end surveys

What You Get with QuintEdge Coaching

✓ AI-powered study notes that adapt to your learning pace and weak areas

✓ Live + recorded classes with unlimited doubt-clearing sessions

✓ Comprehensive mock exams modeled on actual exam patterns

✓ Dedicated mentorship from CFA/FRM/ACCA charterholders

✓ Placement support with resume reviews, mock interviews, and recruiter connects

✓ Flexible batch timings — morning, evening, and weekend options

✓ Study groups and peer learning communities on WhatsApp/Telegram

★ Students who complete QuintEdge's full coaching program pass at nearly 2x the global
average rate. Our structured approach eliminates guesswork.
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QuintEdge: Programs & Outcomes

Our Course Offerings

Program Coverage Highlight Learn More

CFA Program Coaching Level 1, 2 & 3 88% pass rate quintedge.com/cfa-coaching-classes/

FRM Program Coaching Part 1 & 2 82% pass rate quintedge.com/frm-coaching-classes/

ACCA Program Coaching All 13 papers 78% pass rate quintedge.com/acca-coaching-classes/

Financial Modeling
3-Statement, DCF,

LBO
Job-ready skills

quintedge.com/financial-modeling-course-c
ertification/

The QuintEdge Learning Experience

Phase 1: Foundation Building

✓ Diagnostic assessment to identify your starting level and knowledge gaps

✓ Personalized study plan created by your dedicated mentor

✓ Access to AI-powered study notes that highlight your weak areas

Phase 2: Structured Learning

✓ Live classes with industry practitioners (not academic theorists)

✓ Recorded sessions for revision — watch at 1.5x or 2x speed

✓ Weekly quizzes and topic tests to track progress

✓ Doubt-clearing sessions within 24 hours of raising a query

Phase 3: Exam Readiness

✓ Full-length mock exams under exam conditions

✓ Detailed score analysis with topic-wise breakdown

✓ One-on-one strategy sessions for the final 2 weeks before exam

✓ Last-mile revision notes covering high-frequency exam topics

Phase 4: Career Support

✓ Resume and LinkedIn profile review by hiring managers

✓ Mock interviews with industry professionals

✓ Job referrals through our network of 500+ corporate partners

✓ Lifetime access to the QuintEdge alumni network

Student Outcomes

✓ Average salary increase of 40-60% within 12 months of certification

✓ Graduates placed at Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan, Deloitte, EY, HDFC, ICICI, Kotak & more

✓ Active alumni network of 10,000+ working professionals across 15 countries
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✓ 98% of students recommend QuintEdge to peers (NPS 72)

✓ QuintEdge offers EMI options starting at ■3,999/month. Scholarships available for meritorious
students and those from economically weaker backgrounds.
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Ready to Start?

Not sure which certification is right for you? We can help.

Enroll in QuintEdge Coaching

quintedge.com/cfa-coaching-classes/

Get in Touch

☎ +91-7303381314 | ✉ info@quintedge.com | WhatsApp: +91-7303381314

Centers: Delhi (West Patel Nagar) & Mumbai (Andheri West)

Scan the QR code on our website or call us for a free counseling session
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QuintEdge
Your Edge in Finance Careers

Website: quintedge.com

Email: info@quintedge.com

Phone / WhatsApp: +91-7303381314

Delhi Center: 2/3, Block 2, West Patel Nagar, New Delhi 110008

Mumbai Center: 6th Floor, Suvidha Square, Andheri West, Mumbai 400058

Follow Us

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/quintedge | Instagram: @quint.edge

YouTube: youtube.com/@quintedge

Disclaimer: This guide is for informational purposes only. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, QuintEdge does not guarantee specific outcomes,
pass rates, or salary figures. All data is based on publicly available information and internal surveys as of early 2026. Certification bodies may change their

requirements; always verify with official sources.
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